Dr. HW. thchey, Thiokol tactical director, lnspecu ohe of the company’s first large rocket motors, which was made n
19508 and had 3,000 pounds of propellam.
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Plant to shut down,
leave 47-year legacy

By MARIAN ACCARDI
Timeos Business Writer

Bob Brooks was with one of
the first Thiokol Corp. contin-
gents passing through Redstone
Arsenal’s Gate 3 on a Sunday af-
ternoon in June 1949. Brooks, a
foreman with the company at the
time, and Jack Buchanan, a me-
chanical engineer, arrived in Bu-
chanan’s Model-A Ford, bringing
their own tools and rocket motor
components with them.

“We built our own work

benches to get started,” recalled
Brooks, whose own '35 Pontiac
coupe served as a pickup truck
until the group could get Jeeps
and other vehicles.

After setting up shop, the

group of 30 or so emplovees

started making the first S5-inch
rockets, mixing the ingredients in
a Kitchen Aid mixer and casting
them in waxed cardboard tubes.
“We had headlights on some of
our operations,” Brooks said, be-
fore the buildings had power,
“We did what we could.”

Please see THIOKOL on A22

Tony Guzzo, hottonﬁ, carofully casts a 19508 vintags

solid rocket motor.
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static display at the Thiockol area of Redstone Arsenai.
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From those humble beginnings,
the Huntsville Division went on to
make rocket motors for the Army’s
Sergeant, Pershing, Hellfire and
Patriot missiles, as well as the Na-
vy’s Sidewinder and Air Force’s
Maverick missiles. In the early
*60s, the work force grew to more
than 2,000 people at the complex
that includes some 1,500 acres
with more than 200 buildings.

But Thiokol's Huntsville Divi-
sion will shut down July 15, end-
ing nearly 47 vears of propellant

and rocket manufacturing at the -

plant north of Redstone Road. By
the official closing date, only 15 to
20 people, mostly maintenance
workers, will be left to complete
the disassembly of equipment, said
Thiokol spokeswoman Paulette
Sellers.

“We've completed all our con-
tracts,” said Sellers, who has been
with Thiokol since 1962. And the
last shipment of Hellfire rocket

; be Tuesday. -
“I hate to see it becalise we’ll

ity -some-dap? -

saﬁ Eroo'ks, who would later be a
test engineer and quality engineer
with Thiokol before retiring in
1986. “We're losing a lot of poten-
tial for our country.”

Tony Guzzo was 23 years old
and fresh out of Cornell University
with a chemical engineering degree
when he went to work with Thio-
kol Corp. in the fall of 1948, The
company was in the early stages of
making rocket propellant in an old
munitions plant in Elkton, Md.

Guzzo, a Buffalo, N.Y., native,
in Elkton for several
months to keep mixing up batches
of propellant until Thiokol’s
Huntsville division was set up.

“It’s a shame to see it folding up
now,” said Guzzo, a former pro-
cess enginger who retired about 10
years ago after more than 36 years

! at Thiokol. “It was my only job I
| dad gut of schogl, ] §aisghar | was

. after gy

ment last December after 31 years
with Thiokol,

“l was within a couple of years
of my target (retiremeitt) Uate any-
way and decided 1 didn’t want to
company,” DeHaye Sak
particularly sad. I wasn’t bitter. I
just would have preferred to keep
working,”

Those early employees actually
didn’t imagine the fledgling divi-
sion would be here as long as it has
been.

“We didn’t think we’d ever have
more than 30 or 35 ‘employees
here,” Brooks said. “And we
thought four or five years would do
it.”

“But when we got here, things
blossomed,” Guzzo said. “The
place grew by leaps and bounds.”

Some say the plant was a home
away from home, a place where
many, like Guzzo and Brooks, got
their first jobs right out of college.

“There was a special spirit in the
division,” agreed Cecil Stokes, who
came to Thiokol in' his early 20s

Tm not

Michaed Mercler/Huntsvills Timas
Bobby Brooks, left, and Tony Guzzo look over Pershing missile parts that were a portion of an old -

Michaet Marciar/Huntevile Times
Tony Guzzo, left, and Bobby Brooks reminisce about the early

Thiokol days in an old test bed used for solid rocket motor tests
on Redstone Arsenal,

rarily. She had been working for a
publishing company in Memphis
and came.to Huntsville to stay
with her paren(s for a year. “I'm
still here,” she said, '

- .-Alge. part -of the appeal in those

days was the management style.

Stokes remembers being invited
with a date to dinner at the home
of then-General Manager John
Goodloe. “That was pretty heady
stuff for me,” said Stokes. Goodloe
could often be found playing
checkers with second- and third-
shift workers at the plant, be said.

And, of course, these young en-
gineers and other workers were al-
so taking part in some exciting pi-
oneering work.

“I was elated to be involved with
the rocket business,” said Dick
Wall, who got an offer from Thio-
kol in November 1949, several
months after graduating from the
University of Alabama. “But 1
didn’t know about rockets from my
education. Most of us learned it on
the job.”

“Work was my first priority,”

- spid Roystom. ‘whose husband

restauran
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BIRMINGHAM — Ala
the best state in the nation
a4 new restaurant, accordi
survey for a restaurant i
publication.

Restawrents & Institution
zine said Decatur and Annj
the second and third best .
the country to open a new
Huntington, W.Va. was fir

Seven other Alabams
made the magazine’s to
They are: Florence, ranke
Tuscaloosa, 17th; Mobile
Dothan, 39th; Birmingharn
Montgomery, 47th and Hu
78th.

The hottest markets for 1
taurants are middle-sized
with strong economies, ac
to the study.

Of the top 20 cities on’
half have fewer than 60,00(
holds and most are in the
east,

That comes as no surg
restaurateurs and econom
cause the region’s econo!
been hooming.

So has business,

John Seymour, presiden
Decatur Chamber of Con
said his city’s restaurant sc
improved dramatically th:
quick economic growth. Bi
ing an opem table at soi
good to eat — especiaily o
ends — still can be a challe
said.

“You still have trouble
into (Decatur restauran
weekends. There’s room for
he said.

Alice Salter, manager of
restaurant in Birmingham,
abama’s strong economy
reason for the upswing in
rant development. Another
big markets have become sz
with restaurants, especially
in the upscale category Azsl

Restaurant & Institution’
published annually.

Four people
die in wrecks

The Associated Press

State Troopers say at lea
people have died in traffi
dents in Alabama during t}
holiday weekend, including
yvear-old Gardendale man w
an embankment in Jefferson
ty.
Donald Parker was a ha
north of Watson on Powd
Road when his vehicle hit
bankment at 5:15 p.m. |
troopers said. His seat belt w
fastened,
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I2veriCk missiles. In the early
'60s, the work force grew to more
than 2,000 people at the complex
that includes some 1,500 acres
with more than 200 buildings.

But Thiokol’s Huntsville Divi-
sion will shut down July 15, end-
ing nearly 47 vears of propellant

and rocket manufacturing at the -

plant north of Redstone Road, By
the official closing date, only 15 to
20 people, mostly maintenance

workers, will be left to complete

the disassembly of equipment, said
Thiokol spokeswoman Paulette
Sellers.

“We've completed all our con-
tracts,” said Sellers, who has been
with Thiokol since 1962. And the

- last shipment of Hellfire rocket

il be Tuesday. ]

" “] hate to see it because we'll
pdeglinge: ility some day,”
said Brooks, who would later be a
test engineer and quality engineer
with Thiokol before retiring in
1986. “We're losing a lot of poten-
tial for our country.”

Tony Guzzo was 23 years old
and fresh out of Cornell University
with a chemical engineering degree
when he went to work with Thio-
kol Corp. in the fall of 1948, The
company was in the early stages of
making rocket propellant in an old
munitions plant in Elkion, Md.

Guzzo, a Buffalo, N.Y., native,
stayed in Elkton for several

~ months to keep mixing up batches

of propellant until Thiokol’s
Huntsville division was set up.

“It’s a shame to see it folding up
now,” said Guzzo, a former pro-
cess engineer who retired about 10
years ago after more than 36 years
at Thiokol. “It was my only job I
bad out of school, I felt that I was
really part of something from the
beginning.”

The shutdown, announced in
March 1995, cost some employees
their jobs and sent others into un-
expected early retirement.

Mark Kraus, who worked in ac-
counting the last 12 years, lost his

job last December and has been

looking for another one since,
“I haven’t had too much luck

- yet,” said Kraus, 54, who had ex-
. pected to stay with the company

until retirement. “I think there’s an
age problem.”

He has sent out about 40 re-
sumes, several to companies post-
ing help-wanted ads for jobs “right
down my alley. But I haven’t heard
anything from them.” :

The: division shutdown is “kind
of sad,” he said. *““Thiokol’s been
here such a long time,”

John DeHaye, a former engineer
in production design and develop-
ment, had expected to retire in an-
other few years and to see the
plant continue to operate long af-
ter that. After the announcement,
he decided to take an early retire-

Michasl Mercler/Huntsville Times

Tony Guzzo, left, and Bobby Brooks reminisce about the eanly
Thickol days in an old test bed used for solid rocket motor tests

on Redstone Arsenal.

ment last December after 31 years
with Thiokol.

“I was within a couple of years
of my target (retirement) date any-
way and “detidéd I didn’t want fo
re-establish myseif-with some -other
company,” DeHaye said, “I’m not
particularly sad. I wasn’t bitter. |
just would have preferred to keep
working.”

Those early employees actually
didn't imagine the fledgling divi-
sion would be here as long as it has
been,

“We didn’t think we'd ever have
more than 30 or 35 employees
here,” Brooks said. “And we
thought four or five years would do
it.” .

“But when we got here, things
blossomed,” Guzzo said. “The
place grew by leaps and bounds.”

Some say the plant was a home
away from home, a place where
many, like Guzzo and Brooks, got
their first jobs right out of college.

“There was a special spirit in the
division,” agreed Cecil Stokes, who
came to Thiokol in his early 20s
after graduating from Auburn Uni-
versity with an engineering degree.
“I meant to stay a year and wound
up staying 36 years,

“It’s the sort of thing you could
write a dissertation on. It was like
a college atmosphere.” '

To maintain that camaraderie
among Thiokol retirees and other
former Huntsville Division work-
ers, Stokes organized and incorpo-
rated the Huntsville Division
Alumni Association, which has
220 members.

“If someone was sick or if their
home burned, we all chipped in,”
said Brooks. “I can say'T worked
with some of the finest people.”

“It was just like a big family,”
said Joyce Newton Royston, who
started with Thiokol in 1956 as a
stenographer in the research and
development department. She later
served as the administrative assis-
tant for four general managers un-
til she retired in 1991, “I think for
the most part everyone helped the
newcomer, I know I was as a new-
comer.”

Royston, like Stokes, planned to
stay with the company only tempo-

rarily. She had been working for a
publishing company in Memphis
and came to Huntsville to stay
with her parents for a year. “I'm
still hete,” she said.

-Adso.part of the appeal in those
days was the management style.

Stokes remembers being invited
with a date to dinner at the home
of then-General Manager John
Goodloe. “That was pretty heady
stuff for me,” said Stokes. Goodloe
could often be found playing
checkers with second- and third-
shift workers at the plant, he said,

And, of course, these young en-
gineers and other workers were aj-
so taking part in some exciting pi-
oneering work.

“I was elated to be involved with
the rocket business,” said Dick
Wall, who got an offer from Thio-
kol in November 1949, several
months after graduating from the
University of Alabama. “But 1
didn’t know about rockets from my
education. Most of us learned it on
the job.”

“Work was my first priority,”
said Roysion, whose husband,
Don, came to work for Thiokol in
1955 and stayed there for 36 vears.
“Everybody was eager. When you
finished what you were doing, you
didn’t just sit back” but pitched in
and offered to help someone else
get caught up.

“We would work 12- to 14-hour
days, six and seven days a week if
it was necessary,” said Brooks.
“But we didn't get anything extra
for it. We were just interested.”

Wall, who worked with Thioko}
for more than 38 years before retir-
ing in 1988, believes that the me-
dia and the public missed the real
story behind the development of
the solid rocket motors.

“The repeatability and depend-
ability of solid rocket motors is a
significant accomplishment,” Wall
said. “The techmology that has
gone into the design of the rocket
motors is missed by the media . ...
It’s a very taxing engineering prob-
lem. Thiokol was instrumental in
developing - that technology, and
the Huntsville division was the
lead division in doing that in the
early years.” -

Fire damages 'apartments; no one injured

By AMY FRENCH
Mt Witter

‘two from fire damage and eight
from smoke and water damage. No
one lived in two of the apartments,

apartments. Firefighters gave oxy-
gent to the animals as needed, then
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die in wrecks

The Associated Press

State Troopers say at leas
people have died in traffic
dents in Alabama during the
holiday weekend, including :
year-old Gardendale man wh
an embankment in Jefferson, (
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Donald Parker was a half
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Road when his vehicle hit as
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From those humble beginnings,
the Huntsville Division went on to
make rocket motors for the Army’s
Sergeant, Pershing, Hellfire and
Patriot missiles, as well as the Na-
vy’s Sidewinder and Air Force’s
Maverick missiles. In the early
*60s, the work force grew to more
than 2,000 people at the complex
that includes some 1,500 acres
with more than 200 buildings.

But Thiokol's Huntsville Divi-
sion will shut down July 15, end-
ing nearly 47 vears of propellant

and rocket manufacturing at the -

plant north of Redstone Road. By
the official closing date, only 15 to
20 people, mostly maintenance
workers, will be left to complete
the disassembly of equipment, said
Thiokol spokeswoman Paulette
Sellers.

“We've completed all our con-
tracts,” said Sellers, who has been
with Thiokol since 1962. And the
last shipment of Hellfire rocket

; be Tuesday. -
“I hate to see it becalise we’ll

ity -some-dap? -

saﬁ Eroo'ks, who would later be a
test engineer and quality engineer
with Thiokol before retiring in
1986. “We're losing a lot of poten-
tial for our country.”

Tony Guzzo was 23 years old
and fresh out of Cornell University
with a chemical engineering degree
when he went to work with Thio-
kol Corp. in the fall of 1948, The
company was in the early stages of
making rocket propellant in an old
munitions plant in Elkton, Md.

Guzzo, a Buffalo, N.Y., native,
in Elkton for several
months to keep mixing up batches
of propellant until Thiokol’s
Huntsville division was set up.

“It’s a shame to see it folding up
now,” said Guzzo, a former pro-
cess enginger who retired about 10
years ago after more than 36 years

! at Thiokol. “It was my only job I
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ment last December after 31 years
with Thiokol,

“l was within a couple of years
of my target (retiremeitt) Uate any-
way and decided 1 didn’t want to
company,” DeHaye Sak
particularly sad. I wasn’t bitter. I
just would have preferred to keep
working,”

Those early employees actually
didn’t imagine the fledgling divi-
sion would be here as long as it has
been.

“We didn’t think we’d ever have
more than 30 or 35 ‘employees
here,” Brooks said. “And we
thought four or five years would do
it.”

“But when we got here, things
blossomed,” Guzzo said. “The
place grew by leaps and bounds.”

Some say the plant was a home
away from home, a place where
many, like Guzzo and Brooks, got
their first jobs right out of college.

“There was a special spirit in the
division,” agreed Cecil Stokes, who
came to Thiokol in' his early 20s
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on Redstone Arsenal,

rarily. She had been working for a
publishing company in Memphis
and came.to Huntsville to stay
with her paren(s for a year. “I'm
still here,” she said, '

- .-Alge. part -of the appeal in those

days was the management style.

Stokes remembers being invited
with a date to dinner at the home
of then-General Manager John
Goodloe. “That was pretty heady
stuff for me,” said Stokes. Goodloe
could often be found playing
checkers with second- and third-
shift workers at the plant, be said.

And, of course, these young en-
gineers and other workers were al-
so taking part in some exciting pi-
oneering work.

“I was elated to be involved with
the rocket business,” said Dick
Wall, who got an offer from Thio-
kol in November 1949, several
months after graduating from the
University of Alabama. “But 1
didn’t know about rockets from my
education. Most of us learned it on
the job.”

“Work was my first priority,”
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